STRANGER ENTERS
WITH LORDLY STEP

And Plays Poker Extremely
Well in 0ld Man Green-
law's Back Room,

By DAVID A. CURTIS.

Strangers had frequently walked
into old man Greenlaw's little saloon
in Arkansas City before this incident
occurred During the years that he
had carried on his buainess there had
been many of them.

A man would go into a saloon in
Arkansas City if he happened to be
there long enough to realize what his
surroundings were, even though he
might be a sworn foe of the demon
alcohol when he was at home. It
would become a necessity for him to

relieve his feelings in some way, and
there were only two ways in which
he could find relief in Arkansas City.
One way was to go Into a saloon and
the other was to go down to the mar-
gin of the river and blow his brains
out.

Those who elected the latter course
would go to the river front and con-
trive ®so that their poor remains in
falling should pitch forward into the
water and so be carried away from Ar-
kansas City by the swift moving cur-
rent. In this way they avoided stay-
ing in the place permanently. It was
of course entirely feasible to get away
in this fashion, but there was an im-
mediate finality involved In the pro-
cedure which made it somewhat less
attractive to the majority of strangers
than going into a saloon. The result
of doing the latter might be equally
disastrous, but—oh, well, anybody can
see the difference.

Thus it happened that strangers had
been in old man Greenlaw's before, but
the old man himself had seldom been so
greatly impressed by the appearance
of any one of them as he was by him
who at this time came with a lordly
stride altogether inharmonlous ‘with
his general appeatance. It was as if,
balg desirous of putting his best foot
forward, and being somewhat doubtful
as to which of the two was his best,
he was trying to put them both for-
ward at the same time. Aside from
his stride, however, there was little
about him that could be called lordly,

He squinted. No one who looked at
him closely would be likely to fail to
notice that. It gave him both a sinls-
ter and a rollicking air. It was as if
he looked askance at life and found
keen delight in whatever was amiss.

The scar of an old wound at one end
of his mouth and a merry dimple close
to the opposite corner heightened the
incongruity of his appearance, which
in addition to these pecullarities pre-
sented sundry other features which old
man Greenlaw deemed grotesque. As
has been said already, the old man was
strongly impressed at the first sight
of him, but the Impression was far
from belng a favorable one. His
clothes did not it him and he lisped.

They liquored and the stranger said:
“Ith thith Arkanthaw Thity?"

“Well it mought be called that,” sald
the old man, a little doubtfully, “but
I mever heer'd it afo’. Mostly we uns
ealls it Arkansas City.”

“That'th what I thald,” sald the
etranger.

*No, I'm be dawggoned If it Is,"” sa'd |
the old man emphatically. “You thatd
Arkanthaw Thity.”

Then he paused, perceiving that In
his excitement he had mimicked the
man more faithfully than he had In-
tended, ‘and having a certaln sense
of humor he grinned. But the stranger
falled to see the joke.

“What'th the differenth?” he asked.

“Well, mebbe they ain’'t none,” sald
old man Greenlaw, still grinning good
naturedly. “Leastways t'ain’'t wuth ne
argiment. But s'posin’ ‘tis Arkansas
City, what of 1t?"

*Nothin' muth,” sald the stranger
eontemptuously. “On'y 1 weckoned it
mutht be. I never theen no plathe
elth ath Gawd fo'thaken ath thith
ith, an’ that'th what everybody thayth
Arkanthaw Thity ith.”

He spoke as one entirely reckless of
crmsequences. Btrangers often were
l'’ka that soon after they came. But
the old man had delusions. He thought
Arkansas City quite a place. And he
was an impatient man,

“Yo'all'd ought fo' to git a town bullt
special,” he sald with withering sar-
casm. “I reckon yo'd git stone brulsed
walkin' the streeta o' New J'rus'iem,
bein’ the Good Book says they ls paved
with gold.”

“They -wouldn't nobody f'm Arkan-
thaw Thity git no thone brultheth,”
retorted the stranger. “Not on their
feet, they wouldn't. They'd thtake out
claimth an' thet on 'em, an' blatht
out the pavementh fo' to git the
gn'd outen ‘em.”

“Yo' all 'pears to have a monstrous
po' ‘pinion o' we una,” sald J'm Blals-
dell, as if deeply hurt., “Mebbe if yo'
was to git mo' ‘quainted wo'd feel
different.”” The semi-apologetic tone in
which he spoke was recognized by his
friends as a hollow pretence, but the
stranger was misled. He seemed to
be a person who spoke bluntly hime
self and expected othera to do so.

“1 wa'n't lookin' fo to git acquainted |
when I come,” he said. “All 1 wanted'
wath fo' to git a twain fo' Little Wock,
‘Pearth like they aln’'t nome fo' two
dayth.”

“That's c'reck,” sald Joe Baarett,
*hut if yvo'all & anyways Into a hurry
yo' e'd be rode part way onto a rail.”

“How fur?"' asked the stranger, and
the athers stared at him & surpriss.

1t seemed as If Joe Bassett's sUgges-
tion was not altogether clear to him,
But they saw that it was clear when
after a pause, in which no one replied
to him, he continued

“Widin' a wall Itsn't no gweat en-
{fovment, hut it ‘d be thum thatithfac-
t'an fo' to git away f'm Arkanthaw
Thity if a man wath to be tooken fur
enonugh”

The desperate earnestness he showed
was amusing to Jake Wnterbottom,
and he began to laugh.

“They wouldn't be no fun manhand-
Iin' a critter llke that, Joe'" he sald,
“but they ain't no use wastin' of him.
Mebbe yo' mought git him to alng. 1
reckon that'd be right pleasant.”

“I'd rather see him dance,” mald
Bassett grimly, and pulling a gun from
his pocket he pointed it at the stran~
ger's feet. “Dance,” he said sternly.

“All wight,” sald the stranger, be-
ginning to cavort nimbly,

Twice his feet rose to surprising
height, and the third time he went up
in the air he swung the right one so
deftly and with so vigorous a kick
that Mr. Bassett's gua went crashing
through the window,, Then Re sat

Mr. Bassett was displeased and all
the more so because the others in the
saloon, with the exception of cld man

nlaw, seemed to be highly de-
ligshted. They laughed and even ap-
pPlauded the stranger.

“He sho' Is one good little dancer”

sald Pearsall. “Drinks Is on yo' all,
Joe.”

But Bassett was not minded to put
up the drinks at that moment. In-
stead, he reached out with his good
right hand and picked the stranger
up out of his chair by the neck and
swung him around in the air. In an-
other moment he would have thrown
him through the same window that
the gun went through, but the old
man Intervened just in time.

“Quit yo' devillin', Joe,” he sald,
sternly brandishing his bungstarter
aloft by way of emphasizing his com-
mand. “This yer gent is got some
p'coolyer ways, but he's ‘ntitled to 'em
if he totes a wad in p'potion. Th' aln't
fwine to be nobody reckoned a oute
law, not in my place he ain't, If he's
got the money to back up his p'cooly-
arities. First off. he's gwine to pay
fo' that glass what he done busted
out. Later on mebbe they'll be some
fentivities, but th' ain't gwine to be no
rough house prematoor.”

Even Mr. Bassett was sometimes
amenable when the old man brought
out his bungstarter, and somewhat re-
luctantly he dropped the stranger and
went outside after his gun. The
stranger picked himself up and calmly
resumed his seat, seeming to be in no
way surprised or excited by his experi-
ence.

“What kyind o' festhtivitieth (th
they In Arkanthaw Thity?" he asked
with considerable interest. “I wouldn't
look fo' nothin' cheerful nowhereth
wound hyar, on'y funewaith. 'Pearth
like a funewal 'd be wight blithe ‘long-
thide o' the regular diddinth.”

“Mebbe they mought be a funeral
later on,” retorted the old man, “if yo'
all is hell bent on to it. We strives to
please. But mostly they is a game in
the back room first off.”

“What kyind of a game?" asked the
stranger incredulously.

“Well, T don't never play my own
self,” sald the old man, “not as a gen
thing, I don't, but judgin’' f'm what the
boys says, 1 reckon they mostly plays
draw poker."”

“Poker!"” exclaimed the stranger as
it greatly amazed. “Poker! Did yo'
all thay poker?"

In his excitement he began to stut-
er.

“W-w-why. p-p-poker isth where 1
1-live, M-m-my middle n-name ith
draw c-cyards an' the chipth Ith
wh-what I eat fo' b-b-bweakfatht
evwy m-m-mawnin’. If they Ith
any p-poker anywhereth wound,
1-1-lead me t-to 1t." As thev looked
at him they saw that he fa!rly quiv-
ered with the eagerness of his desire.

They regarded him with awe. Noth-
ing quite so inspiring had come to
their notice for a long time.

“I reckon he's t-tellin' the t-truth,”
whispered Pearsall, *'Pears like he
must ‘a’ chawed them chips up so
doggoned fine what they's got all
mixed up with his language. If he
plays poker as fluent as he talks, he
sho' is a wonder.”

A8 to whether he did or not there
was considerable curiosity, and seeingx
that his desire to play was evidently
genuine all of them went into the back
roomn where the poker table was. No
one hung back, but the stranger was
seated first. and there was nothing
about the size of the wad he produced
to provoke their derision or contempt.

Neither did he comport himself as
one who would be a deapicable antag-
onist in the !mpending struggle. His
face was set In stern lines, so that the
dimple disappeared and with it his rol-
licking look, and the sinister cast re-
mained.

They saw, too, that his muscular
fingers were far more precise in mo-
tion than his tongue. And as he had
taken off his coat they observed that
his figure, from the walst up at least,
was surprisingly stalwart. As to his
lower extremities there had already
been evidence.

It was plain that he was one who
might have to be reckoned with. A
certaln reapect for the potentiality that
his appearance indicated was shown In
the close attention they began to pay
to his actions.

Ap the game went on this respect
grew. There had been strangers be-
fore him who had proved to be excel-
lent players, but with the exception of
the one eyed man they did not recall
any who could be clansed as his supe-
rior. Instinctively he seemed to sense
the situation after each deal and
played cautiousty or boidly, es circum-
stances dictated, so that after a little
time they noted that his pile increased
more than it decreased. With the ex-
ception of Blalsdell he was the only
winner at the table.

Realizing that such a condition as
this was intolerable, Mr. Blaisdell care-
fully prepared for' a killing the next
time the deal came to him. Nobody
had ever detected Mr. Blaisdell in the
act of stacking the cards, and therefore
it cannot be averred positively that he
cver d!d it, but the results of his deal-
ing were at times such as to BURRest
the thought that perhaps he had done
it.

The stranger received an excellent
hand, and bet out boldiy. Winterbot-
tom tralled and Pearsall raised. The
others dropped and the stranger re-

-

raised Again Winterbottom trailed
and Pearsall raised.

Then the stranger found food for
thought, but after a little hesitation
he went back with all his remaining
chips, and the same play followed '
again, Pearsall producing real money
{n addition to all his remaining chips.

The stranger then pulled out his
wad and laid it all In the pot Seeing
that the end had come Winterbottom
dropped and Pearsall called. There
was much more money on the table
than the stranger had invested at the
start.

Grabbing it all with a lightninglike
motlon, the stranger jammed it in his
pocket, taking no heed of the chips.
At the same instant the old man
entered the room brandishing his
bungstarter, and the players all rose
to their feet.

Working his right elbow with the
vehemence and precision of a piston
rod, the stranger drove it into Pear-
sall's chest in such fashion as to send
him reeling backward against the old
man so forcibly as to send them both
crashing to the floor.

Then his two fists shot out in dif-
ferent directions, one of them catch-
ing Blaisdell on the point of the jaw
and the other jarring Winterbottom's
solar plexus violently. As a resuit of
this manauvre both those gentlemen
reeled and fell, temporarily disabled.

Mr. Bassett had pulled his gua
again and raised his arm as if to fire,
but before he could pull trigger the

headiong at him, butt-
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CONYENTIONAL BIDS
AT ROYAL AUCTION

One Trick Double and the Re-
double Appear to Be in the
Game to Stay.

By R. F. FOSTER.

In spite of the many protests against
& certain class of dec!arations that seem
v require sume previvas understanding
with the partuer as fo thelr mevnng
there Ie tndoubtedly a growing ten ey
ta Introduce bids that are pureiy <~ n-
ventional and that require trai.ing by n
competent teacher before they can be
used to adva‘tage.

The seven varieties of spade bids ware
suppressed by the ellminatlm of the
lower value of the spad: suit ites!f. The
objection to those bide was legitimate.
because they did not mean spades at all.
‘The spade bide were s!mply a code that
required expert knowledge of the key.

The conventional bids that are dally
getting a firmer foothold In the game of
auction, such as the one trick double
and its answer, the redouble, cannot be
classed an code blds, because they mean
what they say—that the doubler's cards
are strong enough to take the declara-
tion away from the first bidder or to
defeat his contract, according to the
partner's holding. The objection that
still lingers Is that these modern bids
mean more to an educated partner than
aAppears on the surface, and that in order
to grasp their full meaning a person
must have been apecially Initiated, as
he could never guess it.

But this is true of all the commeonplace
opening leads, unblocking plays and dis-
cards. Even such an ordinary bid as
one club has a double meaning to the
initiated. It shows two sure tricks in
the suit that might be useful to the part-
ner If he has any declaration in the
game going class and also denies no
trump strength.

As an (llustration of the difference be-
tween such bide and the modern double
and redouble take this case: The dealer
blds no trump and the second hand
doubles; the apparent meaning of this
double is that the second hand can de-
feat the np tPumper ; the hidden meaning
Is that he would l'ke his partner to de-
clare his longest suit.

But at the same time the doubler is
quite satisfled to stand by his declaration
if his partner can support it. This Is
the condition attached to all blds. The
partner will take you out of anything
that he cannot support and will make
no exception in the case of a double.
When the dealer blds no trump and
the third hand cannot support him he
takes him eut. The same common sense
principle’ applies to the fourth hand
when the second hand doubles a no
trumper.

Again. The dealer bids a suit and the
second hand doubles. The apparent
meaning !s that the second hand can de-
feat the declaration; the hidden mean-
ing s that hq would rather play the hand
At no trumps, but that If his partner
thinks there is more m it by taking
penalties he is willing to stand by the
double. Any partner with the slightest
knowledge of the game would know that
there could be no other reason for
doubling a one trick bid.

These can hardly be sald to require
any previous understanding between
partners. All they need is the technical
knowledge of the tactics of the game,
which every decent player s supposed
to possess. One might as well object
to a partner's bidding two hearfs over
your one apade. Does he mean that he
has no spades, or that he has better
hearta? Common sense will tell any
good player that whichever It is there is
no doubt about one thing. He means
that you should drop the spades unless
you can do It all yourself,

These one trick doubles are AiMcult
to oppose, and the latest addition to
the conventional hids nas been the cor-
rect defence to the double, which is o
redoubie. This Is n iittle nearer the
line of private conventions than any
declaration so far suggested, but it
looks as If it had come to stay.

The first tex: bhook to come out and
indorse the redouble is E. V. Shepard's
“Expert Auction” (Harper's). The au-
thor gives the two redoublea that are
now In common use at the Knicker-
bocker Whist Club, where both of them
originated.

Doubling no trumpers was invented by
Major C. L. Patton, president of the
club. The suilt double originated with
W. C. Whitehead, author of *“White-
head's Conventions.” The redoubles are
the defences to these attacks. The op-
portunity for their use can probabiy be
best explained by one or two examples
from Mr. Shepard's book:
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7 bide no trump and A doubles. If ¥
passesn B will bid a suit, as it is obvious
that he cannot support & no trumper |f
Y has all those high cards and A can
double. When it comes round to ¥ again
ke will have-to bld three clubs, which is
relreating to a minor sult,

To avold this Y redoubles, to show
that he can help the no trumper by kill-
ing some of A's secondary honors. Now
it is up to A and B to defend themselves,
because they dare not leave it at no
trumps redoubled, or the odd trick goes
game.

This
double.
double;
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Is the defence to the Patton
Here is the defence to the sult
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7 bids a spade. A doubles. Y s so
weak in spades that if he passes the
opponents will probably defeat the con-
tract, and Z will have no place to jump
to to get out of the double, A doubles
1o show that he is weak In spades, but
strong elsewhere. Y redoubles for pre-
cisely the same reason.

Here 18 another example:
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the dealer is left to pray the redoubled
declaration and makes nothing but the
odd trick he goes game on the hand. It
fs up to A and B to pull themselves out.
It is also clear that there ia no other
declaration that could so clearly indicate
the character of Y's hand as the re-
double.

The Iinfluence that these redoubles have
upon the subsequent bids, and especially
on the play of the hand. s another mat-
ter, which must be left for a future
article.

Some correapondents have been good
enough to send to Tur Sux further in-
teresting examples of the subject dis-
cussed In these articles a few weeks ago:
going game on the hand.

Here Ia o hand on which the declarer
went game at one table only, and It Is
still a question just how much he was
helped by the opponents' discards, al-
though he insists that these discards
were forced.

cupns

Z b4 no trump. At some tables A bld
two diamonds, but at others, with the
lead, he correctly passed. This would
only encourage Y to show the clubs and
fnduce Z to return to the no trumper. It
appears that the hand was played at no
trumps at every table. It Is good for
three odd In clubs, but no more,

The play at one table will furnish a
fair idea of the play at several. The be-
ginner should study the difference in the
way the hand is developed at the one
table that went game, as it is instructive.

A opened with the king of dlamonds,
Z won the trick and started the clubs,
apparently without stepping to figure
that it would be lmpossible to drop Lhe
QY7 10 % in two rounds, and that dummy
had no reentry.

Falling to clear the clubs, dummy
shifted to the spades and boldly finessed
the eight at one table. This forced the
king, but allowed A to make four dia-
monds and a club, after which Z lost a
heart and a spade, B having kept two of
each suit. All that Z made was his four
aces and the king of clubs,

At some tables Z played the club sult
correctly by ducking the first round, but
this allowed B to win with the ten and
return the diamond, giving A four dia-
mond tricks and holding the declarer
down to two odd.

At the only table at which Z went
game he refused to give up the ace of
diamonds unt!l A led the suit for the
third time. The object is to exhaust B's
power to return the suit before ducking
the clubas.

When 7 led the seven of clubs, A
played the deuce, which allowed Y to
pass the trick up to B. That ends It
The ace of hearts and the rest of the
clubs win the game by forcing discards.
This s the Interesting part of the hand.

Z could not afford to pass B's winning
hearts until the uce and nine became
tenace, as that would not win the game.
Z must get an extra trick somewhere as
it is, even If a!l the clubs make, as A
and B have aiready three tricks at
home.

On the third club B discarded his
small heart, keeping queen and jack. Z
also discarded a hear'. On the next
trick all three players discarded spades,
A giving up the seven as an encourag-
ing card,

The next club was the hard one. B let
g0 the jack of hearts, so as to keep the
spades. ‘This gavae 7 h!s chance and he
let go another spade, while A shed the
ten of hearts. Op the last club B un-
sguarded the spade queen, as he saw A
must have ace or king, and Z lei go
the spade jack A let go the small dia-
mond.

Dummy now has two hear*s and a
spade left. having discarded one hLeart
on the third round of diamonds. By
leading the heart he forces B's gueen
and establishes the nine for Z, who gets
In with the ace of spades and wins the
same.

It is a nice question whether or not
A should have covered the meven of
clubs. Z must be afra'd of the dia-
monds to pass two rounds, so he cannot
have the clubs solid Whethar B has
the queen or not noth'ng is lost by put-
ting on the nine, und it prevenis the
duck, which is almos: inevitable

It looks as if it were A's recond hand
play on tha cluba and not B's dlscards
on that suit which lost the game. The
case !s not uncommon and is we.l worthy
of rtudy

Here is & hand that ls Interesting on
account of the bidding ns well as the
play. The persistence shown by A in
his bidding is characteristic of the
Knickerbocker system e daclines to
stop until he hits the winning combina-
tion.
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7 passed. When A passed Y bid two
diamonds, showing a very long estab-
lished sult without a reentry I an-

ticipated the take out by Z and asked
for a lead, bidding three ¢lubs

At one table Z suppoited the dia-
monds, bidding three, and when A went
to four clubs, as he cuoulid ruff the
diamonds, ¥ went to four dlamonds, be-
cause he could ruff clubs.  There it
stopped.

B led his ace of clubs and then weant
through the tenace in spadex, dummy
playing small, as Y did not care what
A led next. A led the club, ¥ trumped
and drew two rounds of trumps and

then a heart, but was obiiged to lose
& trick to the spade King at the end,
g0 that the contract was set fur one

trick, giving Y-Z a balance of 13 pointas
plus with their nine honors

When the Knlckerbocker patr held
the A and H end of this hand they did
not stop bidding g0 soon Z and A
passed, Y bid the two diamonds und

H the three clubs Just the same, bul
when Z supported the diamonds A went
to three heatts Inmtead of to four clubs
He can trump the dlamonds with the
hearts just as well as with the clubs,
and his partner has the winners in clubs.
No one knows what he huas in hearts
He can go back to «lubs if (he hearts
do not sult him

When Y went to four diamonds, B
went to four hearta and Z took ad-
vantage of the frees double, as four odd
vwould be game If they made it Z
could not se: how A was going to make
four odd, but he did

A trumped the first diamond, dropped
the king of clubs and led two rounds of
trumps at once, Z ruffed his partner
with another club, saving his elght of
trumps, and Y led another dlamond,
which A trumped.

Now comes tha play that wins the
game. Inatead of making all his clubs,
A led only one round and then came
through with the’ spade for a finesss.
The Jack held and another club put
dummy (n to come through again. The
spade WWg and the long trump won the

same.

Four by cards and simple honors, with
s gama In hand, s worth 148 points,
counting the game at 100 only, which is
now the rule. This is just 135 better
than stopping the bidding when the

ts got to four diamonds. With
E';'-numwwm-uum
that was not A's doing.
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PROBLEMS FOR ‘SUN’
READERS T0 SOLYE

Interesting Bridge and Check-
ers Situations—The Magie
Year Square.

Bridgs problem No. 3%0, which was
one of the early attempts to get away
from the crosa ruff solution and to con-
fine the player's attention of choosing
the right muit in which to loss a trick,
In order to prevent losing tricks in an-
other suit as well,

Here is the distribution:
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There are no trumps and Z is In the
lead. Y and Z want foyr tricks against
any defence. If the pdeition be exam-
ined it will be seen that tricks may be
lost by Y and Z In any of three suits
that remain in play. A may win a heart
trick, while B may win a dlamond or &
spade, and If he gets the spade first he
will make both.

The natural play and the apparent so-
lutton Is for Z to lead the ten of hearts
through A. so that Y shall make two
tricks In that sult and then force out
the queen of diamonds, making two
more tricks with® the ten and five over
B's nine and three, or compelling B to
give Z al!l the spade tricks that remain.

But this will not solve the problem,

Whita men on 28 and 32 ; kings on 4 and
28, The composer s Melford Wolcott.

In the published solution, which is the
author's, the first five moves are devoted
to crowning the black men on 25 and
driving the white king Into 31. Bev-
eral suggest that this might have heen
aliminated by the simple process of mak-
ing the man on 25 a king In the first
place,

Another Improvement suggested was
that instead of giving white a choice of
captures at the end by playing 22126,
which led to a long demonstration that
the man on 28 could not escape, the
whole thing might have been settled in
one move by plaving 22-—18,

Here is a curious lllustration of the
ponsibilities of the game, whigh shows
that there are more ways of killing a
cockroach than choking It with a brick.

PROBLEM NO. 392, CHECKERS.
Black.

White.

White to play and draw, in spite of
the advantage of two men that black has
gained,

The distribution of the plecas |s:
Black men on 3, 4, 8, 12, 15, 18, 19, 23
and 24. White men on b, 6, 8, 10, 11, 14
and 25, No kings on either side.

THE MAGIC TEAR BQUARE.
Probably the most difficult of all ar-
rangements of a magic square is that re-
quired by the terms of the puszia pro-
pounded by W. 8. Andrews, author of
“Magic Squares and Cubes,” who is the
greatest living authority on this interest-
ing subject.
is proposition was to fill the sixteen
cells with a series of numhers in arith-
metical progression, skipping one of the
series only, that would add 1818 In any
direction, the square being four ply and
pan diagonal, with the additional de-
mand that each of the nine groups of
four cells should have the same constant
Rows of figures to be al-

as B can afford to throw away both his
spades the moment Z leads the ten of
hearts. This will enable him to refuse
to win the first Alamond lead from Y's
hand if Y leads one of the tops. On the
second round I3 will hold the queen nine
over Y's ten five, and they will ULe
good for two tricksa

The spade opening !s obviously un- |
sound, as it gives B a rpade and a dia-|
mond, so the only opening is the smaller
of the two hearts. The ten will not|
solve, as it loses all hope of regaining |
the lead after B discards a spade.
leads the ten A can put on the queen and
force Y to lead diamonds

But when Z etarts with the meven of .

will put on the king of hearts third hand,
no matter what A does,

If A plays the smaller heart op the
Arst trick Y wins with the king and leads
the sult right back. forcing A Into the
lexd, and A cannot help killing Eis part-
ner's jJack of spades by leading through |
it up to Z. In this variation B's discard
o" the first trick in unimportant.

But if A plays the queen of hearts on
the seven and Y wins with the king, B is
foread to keep a guard to the jack of
spades, because (f he lets go A spade Z
can get in on the hearts and make three
wpade tricks, which will be one more
than the terms of the problem ask for. |

As soon as B discards a diamond to
protect the apades it s impossible for him |
ta make two tricks in diamonds by hold-
ing off when Y leads the jack or ten.|
All he can make it the queen, after which
he must give the two spades to Z, who
still holdr the top hear!,

Tkis problem Is an excellent example
of the care required In plaving the last
five tricks of a hand, and If the gosition
came up in actual plav it 18 probable |
thiat not one person in a thousand would
get that f urth trick out of it

Here (s a little problem for the hot
weathar that requires the combination of
two different lines of tactics to solve
Tre beginner will find 1t both interesting
and Instructive.

tearts B cannot discard a epade, As \"

BRIDOGE PROBLEM NO

382

It Z|

nately odd and even

In the solution printed two weeks ago
only five of these groups would answer
this condition liere |s the arrange-
ment that makes the square complete
and symmetrical in every detall:

4721482 | 478|484

477|485 | 471|483

480 | 474| 486|476

487|475 | 481|473

THE BTULEN GEMS,

This puzzle seems to have proved too
much for the experta who usually turn
up with a rule for finding the required
Key to any mystery story that is founded
:n mathematics Perhaps the number

of rows and circles that had to fit put
them off
Here is the composer's solution:

of nll the rows is 66 and

T7, using the serics
without

ny
=1

1 to any

icates, and giving the number of
gems left in the casket by the thief as
23]

1

!

Clubs are trumps and Z |8 in the lead,
Y and Z want four tricks aga.nst any

'A

MORE CARD HINTS.

W N . says
doubles "and Y
Hef any one

7 bida thr
bids two no tramps.
tices that thir is not
enough B doubles the two no trumps,
A Inaists that it is three that s doubled,
as WO was not enougi

If B doubled the Lid without first cor-
rectin amount it must
bt Z can rebid
his three cluby if e wishes to.

e clubs

1Te

2 1t to the proper
stand at two no tramps,

N M
Rame s

1.

In
rule that

RN
the

n progressive
when no one

makes a bud the Bands are (xposed and
ulle

if any had what s considered a
legitim d tha: =ide loses 100 points
for passing’  What would the rule
by which hands would be Juldged in such
canes”?

In progressive games,

which are not

defence

The Alstribution of
follows

Y ha= the Jack of hearts, ace and sight
of trumps, queen and seven of spaldes,
no diamonds.

A has the uce and seven of hearts

the cards s as

no diamands

B haws the ten of trumps, four of .h.u-!

monds, five fuur three of spades, no | well as of cards,
hearts
7% has the nine of hearts, queen of dla- Ioker 3. R 1" usks what |8 wrong
monds, king nine six of spades | no clubs. ' with the following demonstration that
» there ate 24 Ways 1 mprove four cards |
CHECKER EXUDINGSE of an interior straaght fushi. The chances
y 2 i of getting a Nush of sore kind are ¥ in
Ktrange to sayv one or two of those . A '::“.“M “. ‘h. i ' \ :},'u:'.
who usually get on the honor Hst gave | g oo '1 inh 47 = ontr, 13 181 12 - Z”w
up No. 890 as impossthle, in riite of the 000 Ll e 4t nu..tm-( wny e
fact that white had o man the best "“:-'n;-m-l{? ) ¥ AR
It to start with and that it could be -
golved In five moy ol SRofie of these chances are duplicated
Thue distr bhul on is Black men on | If there are % out of the 47 unknown
2 and 1"\» l"."‘“" ‘l"‘ :' ;“"" = "\.”4'; cards that will il a Aush vne of those 9
men on 8, 23 and D inga on doand | o b - T
12 White to play nnd win,  Here are| ™" be the straight Aush.  Als> out of |
the moves that solve: | the four ways of getting a etraight, one
White Black, must he the straight fash Eut this
1:‘.'"“'_ I'I ].,Il. leaves 24 chances in 47 for improyvement
; 4 2t ;\ of some Kind, so that the books are
a 7 20217 probably  referring only to tha two
732

The ingen.ous part of this problem in
the manner in which white prevents
black from getting the cholce of jumps
with the king on 27 and the series of
exchanges that leave white with the
move when it gets down to king against
king.

It is evident that if white allows hlack
to jump either of the men on 23 and
24 there Is nothing left but a draw, as
white has no advantage of position er
of men.

Several members of THE SUN Checker
Club have shown the educationa! advan-
tages of this department by their im-
proved powers of analysia and the readl-
ness with which they can pick out a
variation that the composer himself has
overlooked.

Heveral intereating letters have come
tn hand with regard to No. 38, showing
A keen appreciation of the points that
g0 to make a perfect problem. For the
benefit of those who have not preserved
the position it is here repeated: Black
men op 19, 20 and 25; king oa 1l

[d

[ There

.lllln poants for refusing to bid in any
fack and four of trumps, ten of spades o e ha game

duplicate, I8 usual to
hands uetually

demund four
played at each table n
each round, so that {f no bid (s made the
hand is deuwlt again Ly the sama dealer
ia no osuch thigg as a penalty of
Bidding 1= a matter
Judgment of opponenis an

of personal

chances of improvemant that would be
worth  anything, the flush and the
stralght flush, disregarding & small palr,

C. A. 8 asks what
aldered necessary

strength !s con-
to bid a major suit

to a hand published In THE SuN on
July 30, six hearts to the king ten, five
spades tn the king jack ten and two
! small singletons,

Strictly epeaking this s not a sound
original bid of either hearts or spades,
but few players have tha courags to
wait for the second round of the bids
when they have a0 many cards in each
of the major sulte, The theory Is that
if the player (s to show two nearly
equal suits, 0o as to give his partner

early or he may never get the second
It la an exceptional hand, requiring ex-
Lccpuml treatment.

CHESS FOR PLAYER,
LOYER AND STUDENT

{Strong Entry List for West-

ern Meeting at Chicago
To-morrow.

With nothing of particular Interest
going on here in the Fast at the mo-
ment the attention of chess plavers
throughout the country will be directed
to Chicago, whera the annual champlon-
ship meeting of the Western Chess Asso-
clation will open at the rooms of the
Kenwood Cheas Club, one of the lead-
ing chess organizations in the Windy
City, to-morrow. It will be an occasion
for the patherieg of many of the strong-
est American chess plavers outside of
the principle Eastern centres, although
Washington, unlike New York, Philadel-
phia and Hoston, will have & represen-
tative. Last year the contest was= held
at Excelsior, Minn, on the shores of
Lake Minnetonka, the scene of many
micceseful reunions of this kind. Jack-
son W, Showalter of Georgetown, Ky,
the former United States champlon, |8
the present title holder, having won the
first prize last year at Excelsior by a
margin of half a point over Norman T.
Whitaker of Washington, who defeated
the champilon in their Individual en-
counter, but who in turn lost to & non-
prize winner in the last round of the
tournqment.

Both of thess experts, who recently
centested a set match at Lexington and
Georgetown, which resulted In favor of
Showalter, will be in the ring agaln,
ard their progresa in the competition
will be watched with the keenest in-
terast by their respective followers. An
element of additional uncertainty will
bs furnisbed by the participation of Ed-
ward Lasker, champlon of the Metro-
politan Chess League of this city, who,
since his residence in the West, has ac-
quired also the champlonship of Chi-
chgo in a tournament arranged by the
Kenwood Chess Club,

It goes without saying that Lasker
will be a strong contender for the honors,
and, as he {8 {n very good fighting trim,
many plck him ms the favorite. It wiil
be recalled that Lasker, who came here
from England after the outbreak of the
war, at that time held the champlonship

i

Entrles for Rice memorial Interle
tional tourney:

PROBLEM NO, §70. NO MOTTO.
Biack—12 pleces,

White- -9 plecens,
White to play and ma‘e In thres movelh
PROBLEM NO. §71. NO MOTTO.
Black--T pleces

White—8 places.
White to play and mate In two moves

FROLUTION TO PROBLEM NO, ¢80

RN &c. (cook by 1. R—K4é eh.)
BOLUTION TO PROBLEM NQ. 000,

1. Q—N, &c.

Salutlons to Problems Noe. 600 and @
recelved from_ Prof. Norman P
Brooklyn, N. Y.; John Bognar, New Yo
elty: Henjamin Eventhal, New York eit|
. H Chlttenden, Quliford, Conn.: J. Fe
Hurrill, New York city; E. C. Walcot, New
York city; John Fox, Jr, New York eit

Marcus L. Ward, Erle, Pa., Donald
Jacobus, New Haven, Conn.; Benjlam
Zucker, Naw York city: W. Mason, Rye
N. Y.. Jamas Roberts, Philadeiphis. Pa.
Solutiona te FProblem No, 19 _recel
from Charles H  Insternack, Hartf
Conn.; Henry F. Mowat, Yonkers, N.

Sigismund Schulz, Long Ieland City, N,

Additional sclutions to Nos 636 and @
recelved from Alfonso. Martinez, Hava
Cubn: John Fox, Jr, New York city; t
| Problem No. 688 from Frank R Mathews
| mon, Willimantle, Conn ; Siglsmund Schully
Loung Island Cl'y, N. Y

CORRESPONDENCE.

Prof Charles I, Johnson, Hartford,
Conn —Your requert will receive esarly aje
tention.

of the City of Londen Chess Club, It|
{8 a coincldence that he should have won
each of the thres champlonship tourna-!

T Hitcheook, Phi'adelphia, Pa —You can

obtaln the information you desirs by
dressing the Americun Chess Bulletin of

York.

tournament, but it (s expected that there
will be a considerably larger number

Western (CChesa Association and who was
placed Afth last vear, will agaln take a
hand, as will Herman Hahlbohm of
Chieago,
tinns and the third prize winner at Ex-
celsior. Tt is hoped that B B, Jeffer-
son of Memphls, Tenn, winner of the
tournaments of 1813 and 1914, may be
on hand on this oceasiun The Chi-
cago tournament will be under the direc-
tion of Harry F. Lee of Chicago, secre-
tary and treasurer of the association,
Lovers of good match chess between
the masters were much disappointed
that the negotintiona between Horis
Kosatle and J. W, Showalter for a match
for 8500 a side, to be playved In Ken-
tucky, came to naught when the Serblan
was unable to find sufMiclent backing

Friends of A Kupchik, the New York
State champion and champlon of the
Manhattan Chess Club ax well, have
stated that thev have sufficlent conr-

dence in the abliilty of this genial young
expert, whoss chess ftalents ate a New
York product pure and simple,

a match with Showalter on terms to be
mutually agreed upon, provided that the
match should take place in this clty, |
asmiich as he is not alble to abar
hia business long enougn 10 engnge in
a mateh of this Kind, which might he
long drawn out, according to how well
the piavers were matched, anywhere so
remote from New York as Kentucky
Forelgn exchanges report the death of
ir. Joseph Tolosa Y

m

Durlng a recent tourney, plaved at the

originally without the topm, and rrl'erl'

the cholce, ha must get in his first bid |

BV A saye We fall to ind anys

Doctors Club at Moscow, Russio. ™Me ) ehying in the rules for scoring to show

foliowing game was contested bhetween  wligt “bonus scores” are, an set forth

the Russan youthful player Alechine] i)y jaw 10, or what the opponents cam
against the amateur (rinberg { geore except honors and siams,

i H':“";.[.':.‘::_L'"L" '“"""“I : This i a defect in the present cods
e hine, I . J rint P
White “ilack White Bla fr'! that attention has repeatedly been called
11k P R4 24 ht  Ba i o . o )

P Rbe n-14 (3R g Ri-pa [tn Lawe 48 and 4Sa : ould have febe
IR KB3P Q2 20 Rxl® Hll' | lowed law & in the gection headed
4 -Ba Kt tﬁll:l ar 9 1] QR et = .

HKU M3 Kt R lax B oes rar | *Scormg” instend of Lot buried in the
o i Kt QR4 20 KR Kty K H % n Makdald = %

$y % m-u’ A '-3 s | gection hepded “The Declaration,” wherg
n Prkt ﬁi K2 a1 Qup heap ! no one would think looking for thems
u%; [TH ili hes :u?; :"\ti'«ln‘l} Iu.‘ e

10 F] 2 A4 e eh TNt 1 - = ¥ .

11 c‘\-:'f;-unl- %Rs shQektch Kok2 | ¢ A says: U'p hers in Beaveg

12KR h ' N3 45 Wt? KR QKU Lake we are informed that doubling and

1 P= KRS I B3 a8 P Be RRReh | O e have been done away witn,

14 ‘i hd  DBaht 47 Pk Qht e uMeinln

15 } “hl c'a‘q:hnhqu ':s. 0 “ﬂ ‘ rll :..pl = this uMeia

18P Khtd K- Kt W Boch ko 4 “Wover heard of It oublin

17 PR RE Q240 Qur Hxich | ver heard a1t Dewblink sng (Fe

159 K2 'I “ Red 40 Qxlt L' ||“ doubling are heoning the most impofe

1l H4 DP'aithy 42 Teh K . vk % =

| 20 R lf(-. Hxk 41 ﬂ ‘}’_. th “‘" ant parts of the bidding.

|2 :il'alt 2 t\‘ h;l 14 1" A g Qa -

2 K2 v 4 Qg eh ) T o8 ! an A bets that ) hi

1 2kt Q4 Q H-’- an P 45 Heshens Erin H, P ‘h p ‘ v trlok ¢ ;ul.ll:‘- u‘ :'n':::
Following are the scores of 'Wo ganies u MtE ot sa thnt he bids one

ns played ‘n the champlonship tourney | g, e 1l dnakes tives he scores 100

at Huffalo = o X1t 1 p (e thit this 30 extrs '
rn ] Ni ‘l' . ”I'l!; n " N . " iy to Uiid & MSyes S

ar (] ’ ' W fram - i
Urow Jentings Crow lennings LAY R el o trom making tricks
White i ;;‘I. \: hll' " lll;.l.-l. Ve
1P k4 ’ ] 1o el L & T J
2Kt KRS K QR 1T Kt Wy hJI TR ! when the
I hts 1 QRA I8 Kkt Qrh eclarn is doubled, the adversarieg
4B K Kt 4 LACR L ekt P i 5
Shogd P-Qlta 20 :lnl“ :I‘ )t 1 e e ] v that the hand has
i ha B 2 21K ! Bvarh : PR
TR P oQF 32H ogh K A y 1 larer makes
s Castles. B O Rhtd 238 0 Qi QK1 ! ¢ he uets 0 for se
[ 1{}\4 Q2 st MK h2  ht Kti 1 . ;

0 : e u“ (VI3 25 :x_lc : Q Kt NWieh ! ‘nd f L trick over,

1k K ] : ] Wwise he & " U S e

12 Hl'll\' I I'|l'q ke ! ¢ he g 1 ng but the scheds

Ill I.Il‘.‘ l"'l" 5 v hig K Thiie spades
4 P ] "=

!.» Kt R HOTh s ) ' : Voo e bl wae

COUNTERCENTRE GAMBEI v s \ W el 1t
| Gen. N, nw " | doutsd dild e W T towd

‘l";‘ll‘"l'l Wkl i Ii\ 'i : ward
White . Hiack game and 13 in } t%, besides honors
11 -ha Wi .

2 Pl Qal’ # nely

ARL QNI Q-Qlid

AP Qi ' Qlii 1. ¢ 11 say gcore dealer hide
”: H'l'u ‘“—u'.t‘l » trump, : Y sus two hearts
* KKt k2 3 i 1 B thiee ¢Int Treuls lhhies thres
”1.:“"‘ R Ql: | he and again A passes should ¥
Kt -In4 Lixhi \ hree hearte holdine

10 Bkt Kt Q2 | ! EER WiBREH R RE ':‘;i

1 PQne  he Bd at e ' i o ma

u::-;.‘o ‘1 I-'llu diamonds amd no His reason fop

14 1 angans o : | o doing 1s the o nal no trump bl

i B ali-Ri ha) | & " 1 the doubled club bid p bid

15 Kt ha Bh12 4209 O ki an ne { L ¢ +

II\‘.{-HSE - ns 43 Uzl Ksld | Y should have let the douhble alone

17 0-Kd B-Qu |ty i o e = R s pucdt
White announces mate In 3 mo es as fol His partner relises to assist the hearts

lows 34 Qe eh, K- Q, 4% Kuboeh, K B, and fndicates that he can win several

RE. J-(gh. Mt club tricks, so that Y's hearts will nog

Following I8 the score of A game as| e he S
played In Class A of the gencral tourney (he wanted foo that s I'e danger in
at Buffalo: ! go'ng to thres hearts is that all the
KINGR GAMBIT DECLINED hearts may be in A's hand It must have
Cant. C. Drough- J Cant- C Brough- | {0 o & ' . PITDe

J.._ﬁ t:vlll“ ! woll l “:n 2§ Leen @ very siim no trumper

W hite Rlgrk }v:h‘lllu =Ilnlrh | e .

1 P-4 LKA R4 Auction Pinochle. 0 N says: Foyp
21k vl ht I " Ks ne n . P i

AT ) P Khtt Kt lir‘-vh‘ playing partnership A & A n‘“‘ bl
4 higl HQh4 et g{u | ara 400 on the slate . Y and 2 K0 The
I [T hi kRS [ R { hid 1a 20 by Y, and they make it, bug
n Caxtios Kt Q2 “il\_l} | not before A and B have made game, .
T4 I'sl'e p qk 9 v KT Who wins?

N Qe t Itig = g g\l u.;

L L] e a1k it "he Liddeis Lave the 8 eaun

QW Pkba Walie Pk The biddera have the frat count aad i
1N Kt htd R Krh -:.u“i‘ l:l:" they are out they win. no matter whay
12h-H TR 20k B L eh o . - "

i E-RKa BT |87 KK RK0)-KT their op@onents g This 1s necessarg
14 h-ha U h2 gua. in ordes & taduca niavers to bldy i€

ments in question by a margin of half|
a point. Last vear therc were only|
eleven  entries In  the champlonship '

owing to the fact that they will take
place In Chicago. Wilbur L. Moorman |
of Lynchburg, Va., president of the!

vice-president of the associa-|

ttarreras of Barce-
{lona, the well hnown Spanish composer

New

J. E. Peters, Providencs, R. 1 -—Steinits
was champlon for twenty-elght years uns
tii 1894, sinca when the title has bees
| held by Dr. Emanual Lasker.

SCHOOL FOR CARD PLAYERS.

| Auctlon Rridge. F. W. M says: We
| have a tournament in which fourteen
| couples entered, every pair to play onoe
| agalnst every other pair, and the higher
grare to be eradited. Through some dee
lay several pairs were unable to finish,
What shou!d be done with their scores
and the scores made against them?

That matter should have heen proe
vided for before the tournament began,
'as It ls inevitabla In all tournaments
i that are not finished {n one sitting. The
usual way fis to Insist on substitutes
being provided by the retiring palr, but
that 18 very unsatisfactory If the newe
comers are poor players, as those whe
| are still to play agalnst that coupls have

a greater chance to make large galns. I1f

the s.ores are thrown out and scores

made agalnst them are also deleted othee

couples that have no chance will proceed
, to drop out. The whole a‘heme |8 wrong
and lmpracticable

F I ¥ opasks !n what manner royal
auction d/ffers from auction bridge

The term was adopted to designaté
the form of auction that conformed 8
| the latest officlal rules, in which the
' spade sult has only one value, nine @
which used to ba called royal
| gpades, In many places they stlll insis§
on the double value for the spade sulty
two and nine, so as to permit of the
forned bld by the dealer and the high
| apade conventlons, That game would be
neorrectiy ealled royal auction, althoughh
they bLid royal spades

him up to §500 ugainst any playve

the U'nited States, varring only Capa-
blunca and Mamshall, When the matter
was broached to him by one of hisi
friends on Thursday, Kupchlk stated
that he was ready and willing to contest

trick,




